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I have the honour to refer to my telegram No. B85
""""""" of 10th_ﬂctéher last sbout theranLiHEritish articles in the
_______ newspaper Al Beba,and to state that I very muach regret that

I have not sent & further report before this date.

i Among my reasons for not doing so were a desire to
) gee whether,over a rather longer period,the editor of the
newspaper Al 8aba,vwhivh oppears socmewhat irregulserly every
two weeks,would be allowed to contimue to publish artieles
contravening the terms of Artiele VIII of the imodnsvivends
ggreement,and whether the Imam's supervision or censorship of
this newspaper would continue to be as strict as it was after

the cage dealt with in correspondence efding with Mr. Cranston's

letter Fo.EM 1671 /4 of lst, August last to me. I also wished

T

to see whether,as a result of telegram No.7TE7T Baving of :cEt‘ﬁ,

.l
i

Angust last from the Seeretary of State for the Colonies to

i A

His Excellency the Governor of Aden there would be any dimirmution
in the mmber of anti-Yemeni articles in the two newspapers

Al Padhool and Prntat sl Jazirah which are published in Aden

and which the Imam erronecuely feels are encoursged by the

Aden Govermment to publish afﬁicles which,in his opinion, 3

contravene the terms of Article VIII,

S a As a result of

Et. Hon, Anthony Bden,M. C. ,M.P.

H. M, Principal Secretsry of Btate
for Foreign Affairs,

Forelgn Office,

London, S, W, 1.
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O Az & result of my studies I have to report,with regret,
that the newspapers Al Soba on the one hand and Al Padhool on the
other have contimied to criticise and attanck as viciously as evep

the pdliciun of Her linjesty's Covermment (and particulaorly the

Aden Govermient) and the Yeueni Goverment respectively. The

articles in the newspoaper Fatat ol Jagirah,however,have been less
noticeably critical of the Yemeni Goveriment, But,while I have

to admit my coumplete ?tjiura te persusde the Yomeni Govermment

to teke steps to prevent ihe cditor of the uewspaper Al Saba
rublishing artiulés contravening the terms of Article VIII,I must
glso state,with very great respect,that uy task has not been mede
‘any eansler by the vislt,in the first half or Hovemnber last,of

His Excellency the Governor of Aden to the printing house used
jointly by the newspapers Al “ndhool and Patat al Jazirah,vwhose
editors he met there. His Excellency's wvisit has "eonfirmed"

the Imam's erronsous view thnl these two Rewspapers are not only
supported by the Aden Goveriment but are also encouraged to

publish articles which,in his view,contravene the terms of

ﬁpticlc VIIL.

4, in short, therelore,lhe siluation is that each iseue of

Al 8sba hae carried articles which can be rejoarded as contraventions
ol Artiele VIIT, Ihe other twe Yeweni newepopers,Al llasr which

is puﬁlished in Taiz,and AL Immon which ie published in San'sm,

have not earried such artiecles olften emough io warrant consideration.
But from the Yemeni Gﬁ#g;uman'u point of view Al Padhool has

been as guilty as ever. Theyr camnot,however, complain, as before,
gbout the newspoper Al Zolou,which used to be published in Cardiff,
because it has censed publications Hor can they Properly

complain about Fatnit sl Juuirch,for this newspaper has not recently
carried any articles vhieclh contravenc Lhe terms of Article VIII.
But,in spito of this nppraent reductlon in the number of puilty
newspapers,the problewn is pensrally spesking, the same today as it

was lmnediately alfter the slrnins of the modus vivendi arracmnent

J 1n 1961,
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in 1951, : Bach party Lo that agrecment can etill,as they could
before the signing of- the ugreement,point to articles of an
unduly critical nature published in newspspers in the territory
of the other,in spite ol the fact that Article VIII of the
agreement crented an cobligation,which never really existed before,
to prevent editors publishing such apticles,

S. It is this cbligation on which I have lald emphasis in
ny spproaches to the Yemenl Govermment, I have not couplaoined
ef the general tonec ol cny particulor newspaper,but of the
publication of particular articles whieh would never have been
published if' the Yeuwni Govermment had fulfilled the obligation
placed upon them by the termus of Artiele VIIT of the agreement,
I have invoked Lhis Article as the basis for my complaints and
for the reyuesics which huve always accoupanied them,that the
Yemeni Governnent should take action to ensure that the editor
ef’ the newepaper in which the oflfending: article has appeared
should not be able to publish another such article, Only on
one occasion,the firet,hne such action been taken. On every
subseguent occosion yadhi ol Aued,the Deputy Forelgn Linister,
to whom my aspproaches have been made,has prevaricated to the

extent of claiming thot,in spite of the modus vivendi smeement,

Her Majesty's Govermment have never tuken eny action to elter
the tone of onti-Yemcnl newspapers published in tér*r-itor:r under
thelir control.

6. This may,to cone extent,be true. For I cannot recall
hearing of action being token spainet,or advice being given to,
the editor of Al Sclom,vwhich was published in Cardiff but which
ceased publication sowe tiwe apo. Hor,as I have esaid dbove,

does there appear to be ary chonge in the tone of Al Padhool,

which ia edited by a Youerni who supported or organised the

goup d'détat in San'a in 1948, But Lhe fnet that Her Mojesty's
Goverrment do not secm Lo have been able to alter the tonc of
Al Fadhool does rot,by itsell,justify the Yemeni Govermment's
foilure to corry oub Llhe terme of Artiele VIII, They esmmot

F roperly
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properly claim thnt becouse they consider that Her linjesty's
Govermment have foiled Lo fulfil their undertakinge they are

excused from doing so thouselves, There is,nevertheless,n

pertoin werkerning ot the strenglh of our ecase,vhen we mnke coupl =

gints to them,1lT they cen point to articles which in their view
contravene the terus of frticle VIII,the basis of our complaints.
7 At the smue time,it is clear that we on our side have

a rather more limited scope for amction in this sphere, It is not
easy for Her llajeoty's Coverment to control the press,and this
has been pointed out to the Yeuend Gﬁvciﬁmonb on many occaslons,
However, they do not,and will not,see this particular aspect of the
matter in its true lipht. They have taken note of action taken
by the hden Govermment in the fairly recent past to suspend the
publication of one or iwo NCWsSDHPETs in Aden,and are therefore
prone to argue that 1f such pction enn be taken in one cose,why
gan it not be token in rnothoery The interpetntion ol the law
under which the Aden Governuent have geted,and the ver—y law
jtself,are guite beyond the comprehension of all Yemeni officiols.
B Put they,on their side,are bound by no such lavs. The
wigh of the Tmrm is low. It is therslfore poselbkid for him to

do os he plenses in theee mntlers,ns in eny other uatters. And
the Toet remains,thourh 1t is alweye denied by the Yeueni
covermuent,that the Iwnm's opproval 1s definitely still needed
pefore the newsnapers Al Scba and A1 Hasr,which are both published
in Taiz,can be printed on the Govermment printing prese. It is
guite elear,therelore,that the Yemeni Govermment,unlike Hor
‘Hajesty's Govewriment,are perfectly able Lo prevent the publication
of the sorl of articles which contravene the terms of Article VIIL
That they do not do so ls clear proof of thelr lack of desire to
fulfil the oblipntions placed unon them by thot egrecment.

g this beiny co,I Teel that it is right to consider
vhether or notl & new course of action should be edopted. It is
evident that Lhe contipuction of the present poliecy of lodging

8 complaint whenever on nrtiele warranting it appears in a

/. Yeuend
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Yemend newsp: per ie uot chieving anything, Indeed,I think
that it wmay Loscibly be rothep hamulful to oyp rosition,for the
Imam snd his offieciale ore not beyongd ueliphting in occasions
where our camplainis shov that we Tecl asrrieveg at their actions,
It is puite proselble, nloo, that cach comnlaint wWill leag th.e Linnm
urage the editor of A1 Suaba, I'op eXomple,to contimie to
publish articles which wny couse us Lo complain, rop by =0 doing
hie way believe that he iz hurting op droying Hep lajesty's

Governument, ad such o belief is not altogether unfounded,

10, I Teel,therc Core, thnt thepe nny be Sowething to be said

for ignoring nl topether the nenspnuer Al Suba,and the other two
Yemendi nevspapers,A1l lines End Al Tinan, Any dounge that icay he
done by articles in Lhese newsoavers is not,I think,very sarious,
Thelir eireulntion in ol renlly 1 vge ami thelr views do not
Sournnnd mueh respoct, Bat 17 Lhey are ignored,then it Follows
that we are not conecroed Lo heold the Yeomernd Governuent L0 the

L= LY

oblirations wliich Lhey Liave “eeupled by Bigsdng the monug vivonal
Bgreoiont, I tun not Lliofeaier supa Lhat thig would be a vise
thing to do,

11, Howvever,it would b, unre-distie tg Suppose that ip
bresent elrcuistnncen wicnil perenade Lho Yeend Governgent to
Tulfil therse oblipationsn, Certainly the bPrusent course of aetion
%ill not do so in the lorcnceable fubupe, And a stronger policy,
entailing iop exmunple the mwencnbntion of n LTormal note couplaining
of' the Yeueni Govermieni's failure to fuliil the terms of

artiele VIII,or entailing sanctions ol sowe sort,is no more likely
to be successiyl, A note would be answered in the sage vein,

Wwith complaints about Hepr lnjesty's Bovermuent's failure to curh
the criticiam orf &1 #ulhool, niul Aanetions would,I think, eithep

be ignored or be Followed by slmilap aetion by the Yemeni Govern-
ment,

12 I rdul,errm'um,mw on balance the best course to Tollow
i8 to ignore thess Yemeni newapapers, In this way the Iroblem

of how to ensure that the terms of Article VIII ape enflorced will

/ cenne
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cense Lo be n live imrue, I ndplt that in miuking such a sugpgestion
I am dtracting from the value of the modus vivendi agreement,
and perhaps I am taking too unfavourable a view of our ability
to persuade the Yemond Covermnent to respect our point of view,

But I feel that so long ae the Yemeni Goverrment refuse to abide

gtrictly by the terms of the most lmportant Artieles of thisg
fgrecment, those denling with the Yemeni-sgden I'rontier and with
the staus of this Legation,there is no real value to be obtained
from trying to enlorce Article VIIT,

13, I am sending a cony of thie despatch to the Head of the
British Middle BErgt Office,Foyid,

I have the honour to be,with the highest consliderations,
8ir,

Your most cbedient servant,

Lh Sl

(M, B. Jacomb )

1 v i3 X ¥ ek y -
i (i o 1 ;
R s s



