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(EM 1671/14) FORKEIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l.
CONFIDRITIAL October 16, 1953,

(=
Deow Bopac < Biym,
viould you nleane refer to correspondence about the
publication by the Aden newspaper Al FPadlosl of srticles
attacking the Imam and hls admlnletration, which rests
with Jacomb's Despateh Mo, 19 of Mareh 17,

2. I am enclosing a copy of a Uolonicl OfMice minute
showing the concluslons reached by a meeting held to
discuss ithis guecstion, which has romalined undecided fop
a considerable time, I!Having found that warnings to the
editor of Al Fadhool had no lasting effect the Colonial
Office have been anxlous te establish 4he fact that they
have good legal grounds on whieh to t oke extreome action.
There has in foet been a divislon of opinlon in the Colonial
Office as to whother thip action should tmke the form of
deportation of the editor or of wiithdrawal of the paper's
lieenca,

3. You will sce from the enclosed minute, however, that
the Colonial Office are now prepored %o 4 oke the latter,
more drastic nnd effective course, if it is still concidered
to be justlfied by the Fereipn Off'ico, Obviously the
suppression of n newspnper ennnot be lightly undertnkan,

and guepiions would probably be asked in the House of
Commons.,

U Before anything is done therefcre we should be grateful
1f you would angwer the following questiona:

(a) Are an%i-Yemeni articles otlll appearing in Al
Fadhiol? (If so, pleoaose provide us with typieal
rezent cxampl&si

(b) Does the Imam eoniinue to complain about theae
articlea?

Do you conslder that the improvement in our
relations with the Yemen would he sufficient to
justify the withdrawal of Al Fadhool'e licence?
Could vwe, for example, erxpaet that Al Saba would
cease publication of articles attacking the
Govermnent of Adent

Bs I am sorry %o infliet this questionnaire upon you, but
all the information which we possess at present 1s more than
8ix months old,

e st
Qﬁff (P. M. Maxey)

The Honourable
R.H. Roper-Curzon,
Talz -




