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The Governor, Aden

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies

Date: 1st June, 1953 SECRET
Ho. : L59/53 Baving
(M.3. 9/21)

Your Savingrem 435 Secret of the 16th May. Action to ensure
moderation in Aden newspapers dealing with effairs in the Yemen.

L .

The Fditor of "AL FADHOOL", Abdulla Abdul Wahab, who is & Yemeni by
birth and & political refugee from his own country, has been resident in Aden
for seven years. You enquire whether, in these circumstances, I cen
consider the possibility of deporting him from the Colony of Aden, posaibly to
the Protectorate, if, after being warned, he does not stop publishing
offensive articles about the rule or rulers of the Yemen.

2 I am quite prepared aghin to warn the editer of "AL FAIRIOOL", he waa
warned by my order on the 1B8th October, 1952, but if he fails to heed this
warning, the proper course, in my view, is not to deport him but to face the
issue in a straightforward wanner and withdraw the licence issued in respect
of this newspaper under section 5 of the Fress and {egistration of Hooks
Ordinance (Cap 111). In your secret despatch No. LOL of the 1st May, 1952,
however, you advised me that the powers of suppression conferred under this
Ordinance should not be exercised except either in accordance with a decision
of the Courts or at & time of public tension omounting to, or approximating
to, an emergency. I find considerable diffieculty in reconeiling that advice
with the suggestion which you now put forwerd, nemely that I should endeavour
to prevent "AL FADIIOOL" from publishing undesirable material by the indirect
method of deporting its editor.

3 On the guestion of deportation, paragraph (c) of section 4 of the
Vagrants and Undesirables Ordinsnce (Cep 140) reads aa follows;:-

"{1] The Governor may make an order for the deportation of any person, not
being a British subject born in Aden, who is -

EB} EIEELL] 1 1

() aiimas . or :

(e) e perscn who for political or any other reasons is not in his
opinion & suitable person to reside in the Colony,

(i) 4if such a2 person is a British subject, to a place in soms
part of His Majeaty's Dominicna or country under Ifia
ka jesty's protection to which he belongs, or to any place
to which he consenta to be deported provided that the
Goverrment of such last mentioned place consents to receive
him; or

(i1} 4if such & person is not a British subject, to some place
in the country to which he belopgs, or to any place to !
which he consents to be deported, provided that the
Government of such last mentioned place consenta to
receive him." N

From the above it appeara thaot we wouldi if it were decided to deport the
editor, require under sub-paragraph (ii) above either to send him back to the
Yemen or to some place to which he consented to go, provided the Government
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of that place consented to receive him, If he refused to go anywhers, even

supposing the Government of another territory wes willing to receive him, we
would be left with no alternative but to deport him to the Yemen, and I would
be disinclined to send him back there sinoce he would undoubtedly be subjected
to persecution. Apart from this, I am advised that Abdullah Abdul Wehab
would not appear to be & person to whom the provisions of section & (1) (c)
.of Cap 140 were intended to apply. I am advised that the provisions of this
Ordinance should not normelly be used in cases where other provisiona of law
can be applied without prejudice to the public intereat, If the licence to

; publish AL PADEIOOL" were cancelled, apd thereafter Abdulla Wahab continued

Ht his undesirable activities then, I understand, I could properly consider

j b deporting him.

N

R 4 L A further point to be considered is that deportation of Abdulla Abdul
- Wahab without withdrawing the licence of "AL FADHOOL" would not necessarily
achieve the desired objective, The newaspaper might well continue, with
impunity, to publish offensive articles about the rule and rulers of the
Yemen, for many of the articles now appearing in the newspaper appear above
the signature of persons other than the editor or his staff,

| 5 In these circumstances I shall be glad if you will reconsider the
L | advice tendered in your secret despatch No. 4O, of the 1st May, 1952, and
o will authorise me to use the discretion conferred upon me under section 5
: of Cap 111, if, after a further clear warning is conveyed to the editor of
J "al, PADHOOL", the publication of offensive anti-Yemen propaganda in that
newspaper is continued.




