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British Legation,

- 3
Despatch lTo. 10, Taiz, Yemen.
(10411 /6) Sih. Pebruary 1953,
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o I have the honour Lo refer to iy telegrams Mo, 29 snd
No. 30 of Gth. Februayy reporilng that I had received a note
fraom the Yemonl Linistey of Foreipn Afinirs requesting that
gteps should be tulien to prevent the Aden newspoper Al Fadhool,
and others,ubliching arti contravening the terus of
Article VIIL ol ithe modurs vivendi agrecncnt bebwecn Her Majesty's
Govermaent and Lhe Yowend Soveriment,and Lo submit the follouing
recompendation on a reply to this note, — |
B As stoted in wy tclegrom No. 9,1 have hnd the honour
_to submit a despateh,lo.4 (10411/1) of SUth, Jamuary,in which
/ I have tried to show thnat the newspaper AL Saba,which is
Uﬂ" publicshed in Taig,han not in fnct been controlled in conlormity
ﬂ;ﬂ“ with the obligations luid upon the Yewcid Governmaent by their
accaptance of the toeruws of Lhe wodus vivendl ngreement, Vhen
I vointed thie out teo .guwhi ol Junri, the Deputy Forelpn Minister,
wvhile disecuseing with hiw Lhe note from hies Minietry,he claoimed
that a real,and in his Covermnent's view sueccessful,effort had
been made to ensure that iie soverelpn of the United Kingdom
and his Excclleney the Governor of Lden would not be defamed

by newspapers publisival 1n the Yooen. In cupport of thia
/ contention

Rt. Hon, Anthony Eden,X, C, k. P.
E. Principal Secretary of Ztnte
for Foreign Alfuirs,
Forcign Office,
London, S. W. 1.
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contention he rcealled that publication of this newspaper had
been suspended once whon I hod mode an oflielal complaint about
en article in it,and thnt the editor had been told not to make
allegotions about hioc Excellency the Governor of Aden when I had
complained on a cecond occeasion about such a matter, This is

a Tairly occurate stntement of Tnet, Vhat ie not true,however,
ie the claoim that this newspaper has not been publishing in ite
every issuc articles uhich tend to impair the relatlons between
the United Kingdow ond the Yewen, He made this claim,but I am
in no doubt that a charge that it has been doing so can be proved
without much difliculty. The Yemenli Govermment's view is that
it hos been publirhing only fair criticism,

3 fhen I stated that a preact deal that was publiched in the
Aden newspoper Al FPradhool renlly was falr criticiem,qgadhi al Auri
accepted my point,thourh he odded that it was not only Al Fadhool
which was ~uilty in the eyes of hie Govermaent. So I then nsked
him to inforu me Lo vwhich articles his Govermnent did teke except-
ion. He replied that these articles were the onea in which
eriticism wos made ol the Iam himeelf, On being asked to give
details of these articles he saold that he could not do so0 at once
but would try to give detalls within a few days tiwe, He added
that it wos not difficult for me to find the articles,for in
whichever one menbion wos mode of the Imam there would be found
gtatements controavening the termas of Article VIII. I replied
that 1t would be better il he detulled the articles himeelf.

4, As T huave huad the honour to state in my despatch lio.ﬁt,

there ig litile doubt in my mind that the newspaper Al PFodhool

has been overstepping the limits set by Article VIIIL, Since

JSthe Imam
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the Imam is most sensitive to eritlicism in the press it is not
unlikely that he hne Luecune lnereaslngly concernsd as Al Fadhool
has continued to criticise him But I think that the arrival

of Shaikh Abdulloh Ali a2l Hoalcimi in Aden has incrensed his concern,
for this person unred Lo be the editor of the Cardiff{ newspoyver

£l SBolam,which,it will be reculled,was the subject of couplaints
from the Yoaneni Govertment in the panst. The eclose asrocinflon
between him ond the cditor of Al Fadhool way hoave led the Imoun

to fear that Al Fadhool will De even more outspoken in the Tuture,
In my opinion such a fenr is not pgroundless and it may be considered
necessary to request his Eiccllency the Governor of Aden to make

& further appronch to tho oditor of Al Idhool ndvieing him to
restrict his criticism of the Yeuwenl Governnent to folr criticism
and to avolid eriticism of the Imam himself.

b On the other hnnd I have argued in my despatch Ho.4 that
it may be best to lgnore the cuestion of the contravention of
Article VIII for the time being. I am etill inclined to feel

that thie is the bhest courrc to fullaw,'und the recent deterioration
in Anglo-Yemeni relations,due to various actions of the Iinam,does
not give any added reason for placating the Yemeni Govermuent. I
therefore have the honour Lo recomaend that,unless it is deemed

advisable to awnlt exnct detalls of the urtiecles to which the

Yemenl Governnent have taken exception,the reply to the note from

the Ministry of Toreipn AClnirs should be to the efleet that Her
Mnjesty's Govermient huve done,and are still doing,asll in their
power to ensure that ncwspapers published in their territories
are not allowed to conlravene ithe termus of Artiecle VIII:that they
have noted that the Yewmend Govermment have toaken steps to the same
end,but that they repgret thol these steps do not seem to have been
consistently elflective,

I have the honour to be,with the highest considerations,

gir,
Your most obedient servant,

/{L:/(_' /{! L y4

(i, B, Jacaumh)




